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Drought conditions existed across central, south central, and southwest Missouri from early July through October. The hardest hit
areas were in south central Missouri where Spring rainfall was also below normal.

Dry weather along with periods of above normal temperatures reduced crop yields and greatly reduced the quality of hay, corn, and
soybeans grown in 1999. Hot weather in July and August also reduced the milk yield of dairy cattle. The dry weather is also already
taking a toll on the winter wheat crop.

Stock ponds in many areas dried up forcing farmers to either pump or transport water for livestock. A few shallower wells reportedly
ran dry. Many ranchers sold cattle and other livestock due to the lack of an adequate water supply. Some farmers compared this
drought to the last severe drought in the area which occurred in 1980.
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Howell County

A cluster of heavy rain producing thunderstorms produced over 4 inches of rain in central Howell County within a 3 hour period.
Widespread street flooding was reported in West Plains. 
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